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TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 

SUB J : BRITISH-RHODESIAN CONTACTS 

1 . ACCORDING TO NEWS ITEM IN CAPE TIMES FEB 21, RHODESIAN 
REGIME LEADER IAN SMITH TOLD HIS PARLIAMENT IN SALISBURY FEB 
20 THAT HE HAD MESSAGE FROM BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY JAMES 
CALLAGHAN AND HAD SENT REPLY THAT DAY. SMITH REPORTEDLY ADDED 
THAT RUSSIAN EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE FREE WORLD INFLUENCES FROM 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN PRESENTED NEW SITUATION IN WHICH HE BELIEVED 
RHODESIA HAD REACHED A STAGE IN ITS HISTORY "WHERE IT WOULD BE 
BENEFICIAL TO CHANGE OUR TACTICS." 

2. REFERRING TO RECENT REMARKS BY CALLAGHAN AND HIS DEPUTY 
DAVID ENNALS, SMITH, IN COMMENT PRESS IDENTIFIED AS BEING 
FOR HOME CONSUMPTION, NOTED POLITICIANS' HABIT OF SPEAKING 
TO IMPRESS PARTICULAR AUDIENCES, THEN ADDED: "IN TIME WE WILL 
FIND OUT WHAT THE TRUE ATTITUDE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS 
TOWARDS RHODESIA." 

3. PRESS ALSO REPORTS FEB 20 STATEMENT BY MR. CALLAGHAN THAT 
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CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS ONLY IF IT WAS SATISFIED THHAT 
SMITH WAS READY TO BE FLEXIBLE, THAT SMITH WAS TOLD HE 
WOULD HAVE TO GO MUCH FURTHER THAN HE SEEMED TO HAVE DONE SO 
FAR TO MEET THE CURRENT AFRICAN PROPOSALS, AND THAT COLLAPSE 
OF TALKS WOULD HAVE MOST SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 

4. PRESS CITES RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN AS SAYING 
THAT CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS WITH MR. NKOMO'S ANC WOULD RESUME 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 26. 
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